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Who is Azure Dynamics?

>Azure Dynamics is the industry leader in 

hybrid electric and electric powertrain 

solutions for Class 3 & 4 vehicles.



Who is Azure Dynamics?

> Azure Dynamics is a leader in the development and 

commercialization of efficient, cost-effective, 

environmentally-friendly electric powertrain solutions.

> Headquartered in Detroit with offices in Vancouver, 

Boston, Toronto and the UK

> Azure's history dates back 20+ years (formerly Solectria)

> 100+ engineers/techs comprise one of the largest, most 

experienced electric powertrain groups worldwide

> Over 25 million miles of “on the road” experience



What We Build

PARALLEL HYBRID

Mechanical connection 

between engine & 

electric drive motor 

(also used as generator 

during braking)

ELECTRIC

Battery stored 

energy drives 

vehicle, zero 

tailpipe emissions



Transit Connect -- History

> Over 900,000 sold since 2003 to 

customers in 58 countries on 3 

continents (gas version).

> Introduced to North America in 

2009; has proven to be a big 

success.

> Designed, engineered and 

manufactured on a dedicated 

global commercial vehicle 

platform to meet tough 

commercial vehicle durability 

standards.



Transit Connect 

> Transit Connect drives like a car, works like a 

van and is engineered to be as tough as a truck.

>With a global track record of durability, the Transit 

Connect is a purpose-built commercial vehicle on a 

dedicated commercial vehicle platform.



Transit Connect Electric

>Ford and Azure Dynamics  

introduced an Electric Transit 

Connect commercial van to 

market in 2010.

>Azure integrated its 

proprietary Force Drive™ 

battery electric drivetrain into 

the Transit Connect Electric.

DUAL BADGE



Transit Connect Electric 

What is it?

Ford’s first dedicated small electric commercial van

>Versatile

>Spacious

>Hard-working

>Proven

>Electric



Transit Connect Electric

> Transit Connect Electric builds on the existing 

business relationship between Ford and Azure and 

their experience with the battery supplier, Johnson 

Controls-Saft. 

> Transit Connect Electric uses the same proven battery 

technology on the road today in Ford's Escape plug-in 

hybrid.  Other components are also shared.  



Battery Electric -- Why Buy?

> Car-like driving dynamics, cargo 

capacity, accessibility, low purchase 

and operation costs.

> For commercial users traveling 

predictable, short-range routes with 

frequent stop-and-go driving in 

urban/suburban environments, a 

BEV makes sense.

> If you seek sustainable mobility 

solutions, Transit Connect  Electric 

provides a zero emissions option. 



Transit Connect Electric 

Program Timing 

>Feb 2010 Introduced at Chicago Auto Show 

>May 2010 Priority production "Slot List"

>Sep 2010 Driveable demos

>Dec 2010 First units to Lead Customers 

>Apr 2011 Full production

>Will be sold by Azure with Ford's 

support via selected Ford dealers



Transit Connect Electric—Hero 

Card

12



Transit Connect Electric --

Specifications
BATTERY ELECTRIC PROPULSION 

SYSTEM UPFITTED BY AZURE

> 28 kWh lithium ion battery

> Driving range to 80 miles

> Charge time 6-8 hrs w/240V/30A

> Top speed 75mph

> Able to ascend a 20% grade

> Ambient operating temp -30F to 120F

WEIGHTS/PAYLOAD

> GVW 5005 lbs

> Payload 1000 lbs (est)

> Interior cargo volume 135 cu ft

SAFETY

> FMVSS certified

> Collapsible steering column

> Tire pressure monitoring system

> Driver, front passenger airbags 

and front seat side impact airbags

ATTRIBUTES

> 114.6 in wheelbase with high roof

> XLT trim package

> Van or 5-passenger wagon 

available

> 2nd row sliding doors, both sides

Some power reduction may occur above 110F.  Lower ambient temperatures require preconditioning.

Specifications are preliminary and subject to change at introduction.



EV Range

> Transit Connect 

range = 80 miles 

EPA "UDDS" 

Urban 

Dynamometer 

Driving Schedule 

test

> 23 minutes, average speed 19.6 mph, distance 7.45 miles



Local Sales and Service

>Selected Ford dealers in the New York 

City area are being set up as sales and/or 

service locations

>Azure will also train your own mechanics 

if desired



EV Components and 

Maintenance

>Other EV components (i.e. DC-DC converter, 

power steering system) are common to other Ford 

vehicles

>Motor and controller are sealed, maintenance-free 

and designed to last the life of the vehicle

>No oil changes or other engine maintenance

>Fluid levels, tire pressure are the only check items

>Reduced brake maintenance



Warranty and Battery 

Replacement

>5 year/60,000 mile warranty (same as Ford)

>At 60 miles/day, 5 days/week, it will be 5 years

>Battery projected life 7-10 years

>Battery pricing much lower in future (like 

buying a computer today vs. years from now)

>Vehicle would likely be totaled in an accident 

before battery damage occurs



EV Charging

>EVSE (Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment) 

available from multiple vendors, SAE J1772

>Level 1 -- 110V any outlet ~18 hrs full charge

>Level 2 -- 240V/30A EVSE ~6 hrs full charge



"Fuel" Cost for Transit Connect 

Electric

>Gasoline at $3.00/gal and Transit Connect 

gasoline vehicle at 22 mpg >> 

$0.136 per mile

>Electricity at $0.10/kWh and Transit 

Connect Electric at 350 watt-hrs/mile >> 

$0.035 per mile 



Pricing

>$57,400 plus $800 destination charge

>$7,500 US Federal tax credit applies >> 

$49,900

>Cargo van or 5-seat wagon same price

>Glass or solid rear/sides for van same price

>255 opening rear doors and rear view 

camera additional
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Thank you!

Beth Silverman

781-897-6224

bsilverman@azuredynamics.com

www.azuredynamics.com

mailto:bsilverman@azuredynamics.com
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