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Beer Trucks Take a Lead in leanFuel "

. BY BRIAN BASKIN

_ If you oader a beer in- New :

o York the ‘odds are growing that
it was deélivered by a truck fun-
" mng on natural, gas, e

Beer drstnbutors are among'
‘a gromng vanguard of private
“trucking fleets: encouraged by
‘cheap! natural gas and'new Bov*
- ernment funding to: adopt com-

pressed: naturai gas, known as.
CNG as a cleaner alternatwe to AT

' dlesel

: got a grant from a partnershm
1-between the’ state of New York

- andNew York Gityin April tocon-
L yert 1ts Budwelser dlstrrbutlon -
fléat; Phoetiix Beverages Inc a
- distributor of " Heineken  and .

. other brands thronghott New
. York C1ty, plans to-convert at
- least 20 ofits 150 trucks over the

B next vear, with or W1thout gov— o

) ernment assrstance

. “We're going forward mth rt :
’ '.'regardless 7 said Greg Brayman .
- Phoenix’s vice president forbusi-

" ness development. “Tt’s good for

. the: emnronment ‘and- pirobably.

’s. better for

tnbutors operator of a fleet of :
" miore than 300 vehicles that de--
hvers Corona and dozens of

: Wédh’ésdézy} --;S‘eptembér 30, 2009

: otherbrews whlchbeganto con- s
- vert- eatlier.in the decade. -
© CNG -isGrie  of ‘the" oldest’.‘
“clean” fiel technologles emit-
ting nearly 25%Jess carbon diox-
ide than diesel or'gasoline; Inre- -
~ceht years, CNG; which is stored -
At 4 high pressuye and released.
-into the combustion chamberof:
anengine; was overtaker by elee- -
tric-gasoline: hybrid-engines'in;-.

the passenger-car market..

-Brayman to take the:plunge:to
- convert,: Government. support -
-has:also grown: as.lawmakers’
“tackle: climate: change,: with
" trucks: increasingly v1ewed as

_the best fit for CNG, as many are
.. too heavy 10 run eff1c1ent1y on

electnc power S
. Although passenger cars are

i _byfarthebxggest source ofemls- v
. sions, srgmflcant carbon d1ox- -
-ide “reductions: can come from

,convertmg trucks - as. well.:
" Trucks weére respons1b1e for 12%

- of ‘emissions in California-Jast -
- year, according to the state’s En-
- vironmental Protection Agency;
~which projected 2008 emissions’
- based on data collected in 2005
Natmnal flgures weren’t avail-: L

able from the federal EPA.__

- private partnership that in Au

But; as: natural gds has be-"
_..comie cheaper relativetooilovér
--the. past vear; flaggitg momen::
+tum for CNG has: been revived;
nudgmg fléet operators:like Mr. -

“Our nichie has really become :
.prlvate dehvery fleets,”: sald

Christinia Ficiceliia; executive di=

“rector.of -the :New: York: City:..

branch of Clean, Cities; a public-

Paymg ?for' CNG conversxons :

s stlﬂ a problem Federal funds
- are. available to cover up to
$32,000, oF roughly tivo- thlrds,
“of the, addltmnal costs ‘associ-

gustreceived $300 million in fed-- truck

" eral stinalus; funds to proviote
alternative fuel vehicles. About.
-half is likely to. wind ip stipport-: -
\ : ol iyert t6.CNG belleve they will
- make back the initial cost faster.

ing CNG; Ms. Ficicchia said."
o Itis ea51er for operators ofde:

hvery fleats to: overcomie the

lack of CNG infrastructure than - the U:S. ‘exploits Te-
-it is for drivers’of automobiles,:’ years :as:the exploits re

- thanks to specific driving pat-"
. terns; Urban delivery fleets start
and end each day ata central de- i
pot and usually stlck to'a small -

geographic: a¥ea; ‘50i the tela- _-_;statlon with the quIS 'roughly_-

- tively smalk: number of stations tracking gas and ol futures re-
“at which they ean fill 4 up on, CNG-_j

doésn’t create the same kind of
% problem it'would for wrde rang- :

~ing automobile drrvers

serve a whole: slew-of fleets,”

ural Gas Vehiclés for America:

"Mz Kolodziej $aid CNG backers:
are going for a “hub and spoke” -
‘network,: ﬁrst bu11dmg “infras .
stieture in: inajor c1t1es then--:-' :
adding stat1ons along hlghways

“You can put inone ortwo sta- .
tions in ‘an industrial park ‘and:

f natural-gas prlces stay lowrel-
ative to oil-over: the ‘next. few

“cently. dlscovered domestlc gas_'

spectlvely. During the summer

“of 2008, -when :oil prices hit s
‘récord: high, " CNG’s: dlscount_
“stretched to 45%.In July, a gal-
- lon of diesél cost: $2.54; where
_the equivalent amount: of: CNG
~cost $1.93; according to the most-_
~rrecent data from Clean Cities::

-said” Richard: Kolodziej;: pre51~ e
dént of thetrade association Nat-

CA company that gets the' full

"‘$32 000 in federal fuiids should

b ableé to make back’ its: mvest—

‘mentinless than three years; ac- |

cording to Natural Gas Vehrcles

for:America, - : .
= Federal Iawmakers are trymg '




